
Securing funding for the Mt Etna ghost bat recovery program – a great win! 

Central Queensland Climate Change Symposium  

 

 

  

CCC briefed the Department of Environment and Science about the plight of the 

Mt Etna ghost bat population and then made a formal request for the department’s 

assistance at the Minister’s Environment Round Table meeting in November 2021. 

The Queensland Environment Minister Meaghan Scanlon came to the rescue of 
the critically endangered population of ghost bats at Mt Etna, announcing 
$125,000 in funding to develop a Recovery Action Plan and improve their local 
foraging habitat.  A great win for our local ghost bat population! 

This funding couldn’t have been more urgent, with recent research showing that 
this population of ghost bats has declined by 79% since the 1990s, to an 
estimated local population of just 40 animals.  

Mt Etna has been the focus of community action for over 50 years and now there 

is at least a bit of funding to assist in recovery planning and action. 

Here is one of the many media releases from this good news story. 
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CCC’s achievement report  

 

A note from our outgoing coordinator and climate campaigner, Dr Coral Rowton: 

“It has been a privilege to have had the opportunity to work with Central Queensland’s lead 

conservation organisation over the last 20 months or so.  I am very proud of the achievements 

CCC has achieved in my time with the organisation.” 

“CCC couldn’t achieve these successes without you, our valued members – so many thanks for 

your ongoing support. Our local environment is important to all of us! ” 

2021 - 2022 
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CCC acknowledges the financial and in kind support from Australian Conservation Foundation, Central Queensland University, 

Rockhampton Regional Council, Fitzroy Basin Association, Queensland Conservation Council, the amazing steering committee 

members and the many volunteers that made this symposium a huge success! 

What a fantastic event!  A full day of facts 

from climate scientists about the likely 

impacts of climate change on our region and 

how we can prepare and grasp the economic 

opportunities available to us.  

Over 80 people attended and I think most 

learnt something from the day. 

If you missed it and want to see the 

presentations, they are available on the CCC 

website here. 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-25/threatened-mount-etna-ghost-bat-colony-receives-funding/100649776
https://www.cccqld.org.au/climate_presentations/


Queensland refuses a coal mine for the first time ever! 

CCC active in promoting climate action now  

 

 

 

  

In addition to active lobbying against the Central Queensland coal mining proposal, 

CCC has been active in making submissions on new and expanding coal mining 

proposals.  Our most significant submissions were in relation to Saraji East, 

Winchester South and Ensham mine expansion.  All of these submissions are 

available on our submissions website page. 

CCC also stepped in and wrote to the Qld Planning Minister requesting that he refuse 

the proposed Waratah coal-fired power station as a backwards step in meeting 

Queensland’s climate targets. 

CCC worked with Queensland Conservation Council and the Australian Conservation 

Foundation to spread the message that here in Central Queensland, we NEED Climate 

Action Now. No action is not an option if we are going to save the reef and keep a 

liveable lifestyle without severe and frequent fires, floods, droughts and heatwaves. 

Over 60 climate action now signs have been distributed and displayed around our 

region to send a message to decision-makers that we do care about our environment. 

Find out more and get your sign here! 

 

 

 

Improved communication 

Over the last couple of years, one 

of the focal points was increasing 

our communication with our valued 

members and the broader 

community. 

It had been over six years since we 

had prepared our Topic of 

Capricorn newsletter – but it is now 

back!  We have prepared and 

circulated a quarterly newsletter 

since December 2020.  If you want 

to ever read past copies of ‘TOC’, 

all past editions are available on 

our website here. 

We have also put an increased 

emphasis in our social media 

Facebook page to showcase local 

events, environmental issues and 

CCC activities.  We now have over 

1000 followers – more than double 

than two years ago! 

And, we have also stepped up our 

media coverage through issuing 

regular media releases and gaining 

attention through local TV, radio 

and print media on many 

environmental issues.   

We hope you have seen, heard or 

read about our activities.  Just a 

few have been added to our 

website news feed. 
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What an achievement! 

With the help of many conservation organisations, lots of letters and submissions, 

three local rallies (with many others in other Queensland towns and cities), and a lot 

of media coverage, we had a major win.  For the first time ever, the Queensland 

government concluded that Clive Palmer’s Central Queensland Coal proposal was 

“not suitable to proceed”. 

Queensland listened to the independent expert scientists and the community and 

came to the conclusion that a coal mine just 10km from the Great Barrier Reef was 

not only going to directly impact on the reef, but would also result in the loss of 

endangered wildlife, erosion and loss of water quality. 

The fight continues as the decision under the EPBC Act now sits with the new federal 

Environment Minister (the last Environment Minister would not make a decision 

before the election) – so more briefings, letters and a strong community voice are still 

on the agenda.   

We remain hopeful that this blatantly innapropriate coal mine proposal will be refused 

really soon! 

https://www.cccqld.org.au/news/submissions/
https://www.cccqld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/CCC-Submission-proposed-Waratah-Coal-power-station-01122021.pdf
https://www.cccqld.org.au/can/
https://www.cccqld.org.au/news/newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/capricornconservationcouncil
https://www.cccqld.org.au/news/latest-news/


  CCC out in the community 

 

  Screening of Regenerating Australia 

 

 

  

CCC premiered the short film “Regenerating 
Australia” to a packed house in Yeppoon town 
hall.  

The Question and Answer session that 
followed illustrated the real concern CQ 
residents have for our future but also the 
readiness to tackle the global warming 
problem through innovation and adaption. 

Many local environmental groups set up 
information stalls which were a great addition 
to the fantastic evening. 
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 Renewables, resources and nature 

CCC has hosted information and activity stalls at many events over the last year.  
These have been great opportunities to engage our community in our work and share 
information about our local environment and current issues. 

The pictures are from the Sustainable Livingstone Expo in October 2021. Lots of 
happy faces learning eager to learn more about how to be a part of a sustainable 
future. 

Particular thanks to CCC members Edwina for an amazing youth collage activity, 
Delilah for capturing the thoughts of young and not so young in relation to caring for 
country, Peter for the amazing artwork and Paul for his music! 

Coordinator Katlin also hosted an information stall at CQU’s open day earlier this year. 

 

 
 

This was a great opportunity to engage the next generation 
of younger, educated environmental advocates. 

It was also a good opportunity to hear that the ‘next 
generation are concerned about the impacts of climate 
change and want climate action NOW. 

A voice for our reef islands 
CCC made a submission to 

Livingstone Shire Council on the 

spending of public funding on Great 

Keppel Island.  Our key concern was 

about the use of tax-payer money to 

support private investment rather 

than public infrastructure, particularly 

when there would be significant 

environmental harm from the private 

business. 

CCC also stepped in to make 

comment on the economic and 

regulatory framework for all regional 

Reef island, mostly because of our 

concern that failed resorts are 

frequent and they leave a lasting 

impact on the environment. 

Chatting to the pollies 

Twice a year, CCC has the 

opportunity to talk one-on-one with 

the Queensland Environment 

Minister and attend the Minister’s 

Environment Round Table.  We often 

get some good wins with this direct 

communication – like the ghost bat 

funding! 

This year, CCC also had a one-on-

one meeting with the federal 

Environment Minister to outline our 

concerns about the proposed CQC 

mine proposal and the protection of 

our Reef – no good win yet 

And at the local government level, 

CCC is represented on Community 

Voice Panels and Livinvgstone’s 

Environment and Regulatory 

reference group. 

CCC is very supportive of the transition to clean energy and the move away from fossil fuels, but we are not comfortable with the 

loss of habitat required for the establishment of wind and solar installations.  We had an opportunity to make comment on the 

Queensland government’s renewable energy zone technical report to outline our concerns. 

Katlin also made a trip up north to participate in a workshop to discuss and formulate 

a plan on how the conservation sector could support the transition to renewable 

energy, while also making sure our ecosystems and threatened species are protected. 

CCC also had the opportunity to make comment on Queensland’s draft Resources 

Industry Development Plan.  The draft had some positive direction in moving towards 

a transition to clean energy, but did not go far enough to be able to meet Queensland 

or Australia’s emission targets. 

https://cccqld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Submission-State-government-funded-infrastruture-on-GKI.pdf
https://www.cccqld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/CCC-Submission-GBR-Island-Resorts-01042022.pdf
https://www.cccqld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/CCC-Submission-QREZ-130122.pdf
https://www.cccqld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CCC-Submission-QRIDP-08022022-1.pdf


Get involved - Make a difference 

 

 

 

Capricorn Conservation Council 

Email: ccc@cccqld.org.au 

Phone: 0437 420 496 

Web: cccqld.org.au 

Facebook: capricornconservationcouncil 

Meet the new 
CCC Committee 

Committee Executive: 

 President: Paul Bambrick 

 Vice president: Steve Elson 

 Secretary: Sherie Bruce 

 Treasurer: Maggie Inglis 

Committee members: 

 Ian Herbert 

 Sophie George 

CCC has been campaigning for the environment since 
1973. We provide a voice for the Central Queensland 
environment whenever the environment needs help. 

Help CCC, help the environment.  Here’s how: 

Join: $5 consession, $10 individual,$20 group  

Donate: All donations are tax-deductible with funds 
going to worthy environmental projects in the region.  

Volunteer: CCC is always keen to have help.  What ever 
your skills, we would be grateful to have you onboard! 

Visit our website and follow our facebook page!  

Welcome to our new Honorary Life Members  

A highlight at our AGM was the acknowlegement of four of our long standing members that 

have not only been active in the CCC management committee, but have also supported 

CCC over many years in many ways.  

CCC welcomes our new life members:  

Christine Fraser  Robert Newby 

- Member since 1990 - Member since 2000 

- 7 years as Secretary - Two years on the committee 

- Continued membership - Helps at many CCC events 

   and attendance at AGMs - Provides us scientific advice 

An environmental hero! An environmental hero! 

 

Bethlea Bell Michael Mc Cabe 

- Member since 2008 - Member since 1995 
- 9 years on the executive committee - 3 years on the committee 
- Stong support financially, promoting - 9 years as coordinator 
   and sharing information - ongoing support of CCC 

An environmental hero!  An environmental hero! 

 
These four amazing people join our previously acknowledged Honarary Life Members, 

John McCabe, Steve Elson and Ian Herbert 

An AGM and review of the constitution  

 

CCC works to: 

Protect 
Biodiversity  

Enhance 
Ecological resilience 

Promote 

Ecologically Sustainable Development 

Ensure 

The environmental voice is heard 

Develop 

Partnerships for nature conservation 

CCC held its AGM on 12 July 2022.  

It was a full meeting! 

President Paul thanked the outgoing 

committee and outlined some of the 

challenges that CCC experienced 

over the last year – particularly the 

resignation of four committee 

members and both of the staff.  Paul 

noted that, “CCC has to change, to 

become more relevant, nimble, 

engaging and fun!”. 

With funding assistance from the SM 

Robinson PAF, CCC engaged a 

consultant to assist in a review of 

our constitution to bring us in line 

with model rules and modern 

language and practice.  If the 

revised constitution is accepted by 

the Office of Fair Trading, it will be a 

great start in setting CCC up as an 

ever better environmental 

organisation. 

mailto:ccc@cccqld.org.au
https://www.layoutready.com/?utm_source=microsoft&utm_medium=file&utm_campaign=office_online

