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POSITION STATEMENT 

 

 

PS1:  Climate change 
 

CCC’s position  

 CCC acknowledges that accelerated climate change presents the most significant threat to our 
natural ecosystems, our health and safety, and our way of life. 

 CCC, based on scientific modelling, is of the view that the current Federal, State and local 
government targets for both emission reductions and the rate of transition to renewable energy are 
insufficient to protect our region and our lifestyle.   

 CCC does not support any new, or expansions to existing, coal mines.  Approved facilities are more 
than sufficient to provide domestic and export needs in relation to both thermal and coking coal for 
many decades while our region transitions to renewable energies and green hydrogen. 

 CCC does not support the development of new natural gas facilities or infrastructure as a 
component of a transition to clean energy.  Renewable energy such as solar and wind must be the 
focus of new developments.  

 CCC opposes government subsidies to fossil fuel production and use and strongly believes that any 
subsidies need to be directed towards the transition to renewable energy. 

 CCC supports and promotes all actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions where there will be no 
significant impacts on our biodiversity. 

 CCC supports and promotes the revegetation of previously cleared land and the management of 
vegetated land and wetlands to support carbon sequestration. 

 CCC supports the development of new technology and processes which assists with the production 
of clean energy and storage, but does not support investment in carbon capture and storage as a 
means to continue emissions caused from the burning of fossil fuels. 

 CCC applauds business, industry and sector groups that have set net zero targets and are actively 
implementing changes to achieve their targets. 

 CCC firmly believes that our Central Queensland community needs to be informed about the 
emerging opportunities and supported through the transition to the next economy.  

 CCC supports adaptation strategies such as changing design of buildings, preventing development in 
high risk flood and coastal inundation areas, planning for increased medical and health services and 
early warning systems, but notes that these are secondary to addressing the cause of accelerated 
climate change. 

 CCC encourages State and Federal government to develop emissions reduction targets and incentives 
for stationary energy, transport, agriculture, fugitive emissions, industrial processes and waste to ensure 
that all significant greenhouse gas emissions are addressed as soon as possible. 
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Background information 

What does climate change mean for Central Queensland?   

Climate scientists are united in their assessment that the world is heating at an accelerated rate 
and that urgent action is required if we are to limit the global warming and maintain our 
ecosystems and our way of life.   

Central Queensland often experiences climate extremes such as cyclones, storms, floods, droughts, 
heatwaves and bushfires.  Climate change is likely to exacerbate the frequency and severity of 
these natural events. 

Based on global climate modelling, Central Queensland can expect: 

• higher than average temperatures in all seasons of the year,   

• an increased number and duration of heatwaves and the number of days above 35oC will more 
than double, 

• an increase in the intensity of extreme rainfall events and possibly less winter rainfall, 

• sea levels rises and the height of extreme sea-level events to get even higher,  

• more frequent and more dangerous fire-weather conditions, 

• warmer and more acidic ocean conditions. 

This changing climate will impact Central Queensland in many ways including impacts on: 

• Human settlements, industrial areas and public infrastructure from intense storms and cyclones 
with the resultant flooding events, bushfires and storm surges.  Aside from the direct impacts on 
our lifestyle and loss of income, there is a strong possibility that the cost of insurance will rise.  
Our tax dollars will need to assist with the recovery from these events. 

• Agriculture and horticulture, where higher temperatures and increased drought frequency may 
increase heat and water stress for livestock and crops.  Storm damage and floods will lead to 
erosion, nutrient run off and loss of soil cover which may impact on productivity and impacts on 
downstream wetlands and the marine environment. 

• Business and industry where extreme weather events cause disruption to supply chains or 
transport routes are disrupted.  For outdoor workers, the increase in hot days and heatwaves 
may reduce the operating hours of the businesses to meet workplace health and safety risks. 

• Our health and health systems.  Heatwaves have caused more deaths than all other severe 
weather events and with hotter and more intense heatwaves in our future, our health and 
health systems will become an increasing threat.  More frequent and intense bushfires, storms 
and floods also have a high impact on our health, particularly for asthmatics.   

• Terrestrial wildlife, like us, suffer from heat stress, bushfires, floods and storms.  When 
combined with changes and fragmentation of their habitat, it becomes more challenging for any 
species to change its geographic distribution.  Sea level rises are already impacting on freshwater 
wetlands through saltwater intrusion, and we are already seeing a change in the sex ratio of 
marine turtles where more females are being born due to the warmer temperature. 

• Great Barrier Reef, as oceans are rapidly heating up and the outlook for the Reef is grim.  The 
Great Barrier Reef has been hit by three marine heatwaves within five years that resulted in 
mass coral bleaching and mortality – and that is at 1.2oC of global warming.  If the frequency of 
bleaching events increases, the reef will have limited ability to recover and will eventually be 
lost.  Climate scientists advise that we will exceed 2oC by the end of this century unless urgent 
action is taken, and this will be fatal for 99% of all coral reefs.   
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Current emissions reduction targets 

Energy production is the largest contributor to Australia’s carbon emissions. This is followed by transport, 
agriculture, and industrial processes.  CSIRO (2022) provides this breakdown of the total emissions: 

• Energy (burning fossil fuels to produce electricity) - 33.6%  

• Stationary energy (fuel use other than electricity, i.e. natural gas) - 20.4% 

• Transport - 17.6% 

• Agriculture - 14.6% 

• Fugitive emissions - 10.0% 

• Industrial processes - 6.2% 

• Waste - 2.7% 

Greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets  

Level of government 2030 2050 

Australia  26-28% Net zero 

Queensland  30% Net Zero 

Local Governments No target * No target 

* Note that Livingstone Shire Council has a target of 30% emissions reductions by 2030 for Council operations only. 

Many businesses, industries and sector groups have set greenhouse emissions targets for their operations 
and are taking action to meet their stated targets.    

Transition to renewable energy targets 

Level of government 2020 - 2030 2050 

Australia  23% by 2020 No target 

Queensland  50% by 2030 No target 

 

Climate science recommended emission reduction targets   

The Climate Council’s assessment of the science indicates that for Australia to meet its commitments to 

limiting global temperature to 1.5oC (acknowledging that this is only our country’s contribution), we 

need to reduce our emissions by 75% by 2030. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has reported that 70-90% of warm water coral 

reefs that exist today will disappear when we reach 1.5oC and will largely be lost if we reach 2oC global 

warming. 

The World Meteorological Organisation has reported that on our current emissions path, we are 

heading to global warming of over 3oC by the end of the century. 

 

https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/climate-change-qa/sources-of-ghg-gases
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Current government subsidy program 

The Australia Institute calculated the total government (Federal and State) support for fossil fuel 

industries in 2020-2021 was $10.3 billion.  In addition to these direct subsidies, fossil fuel extraction 

companies receive research and development tax credits. Between 2012 and 2018, these tax credits 

amounted to $1.4 billion from the Australian government. 

Conversely, the subsidies for renewable energy industry and research and development this year is just 

$1.6 billion. 

Coal and gas contribution to the Queensland economy 

Royalties paid to the Queensland government in 2019-2020 was $3.52 billion, reducing to $1.64 billion 

in 2020-2021.  Royalties from the coal industry across Australian was $5.2 billion in 2019-20 

Australia’s coal and gas giants get more in subsidies than they pay in royalties. 

 

https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/P1021-Fossil-fuel-subsidies-2020-21-Web.pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ac0379
https://www.energy.gov.au/government-priorities/energy-supply/clean-energy-and-the-electricity-market
https://www.energy.gov.au/government-priorities/energy-supply/clean-energy-and-the-electricity-market

