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The Topic of Capricorn  

From the President 

Hello fellow earth carers, 

 

The latest Queensland deforestation 

figures are alarming – 680,000 ha in 

one year!  

To me reforesting the planet is low 

hanging fruit – food, habitat, carbon 

absorption, water quality, building 

materials, jobs, mental health and 

natural air conditioning all in one 

attractive package. We will continue 

to lobby for political action and 

educate to change old habits. 

 

CCC needs a new treasurer. Ian 

Herbert, to whom we are eternally 

grateful, is retiring after many years in 

the role. There is no requirement for a 

business or accounting background. 

While we use MYOB, Ian is available to 

mentor the next treasurer during the 

transition. So if you or someone you 

know is interested, please step up to 

keep CCC afloat. 

 

Paul Bambrick 

President   

  Clean Up Australia Day  

 

 

Well, 2022 has definitely 

started out with a bang! There 

is so much to report on in CQ 

but to start off with we would 

like to send our love and 

thoughts to those affected by 

the flooding in SEQ & NSW, 

everyone in Ukraine and 

anyone impacted by the 

continuing pandemic. These 

can be scary and testing times 

but we would like to recognise 

the importance of a supportive 

community. We continue to 

look into the future with hope 

and optimism. 
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Looking for a way to get involved? Our first members event of the year is Clean 

Up Australia Day!  

 
Join us this Sunday the 6 March 2022 
to clean up our region.  

Having been in Brisbane throughout 
the floods it is more clear than ever 
how important it is to be on top of our 
waste management and get rubbish 
off the streets as rain events take that 
rubbish straight into our waterways.  

We will meet at Haigh Park, 
Rockhampton, at 8am and there will 
be a free morning tea following the 
cleanup. Everyone is welcome, 
please share with friends and family.  

If you would like to join us, sign up 
here. 

Image From ACF 

https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/fundraisers/katlintilly/capricorn-conservation-council


After submitting my first newsletter I feel as though I have officially settled into my 

role as coordinator. I have been in the role for just over one month now and have 

been very busy getting my head around all of the amazing work being done in CQ 

to protect our environment.  

At our previous committee meeting, we discussed the key areas of focus for CCC 

moving forward. These are climate change, increasing biodiversity, protecting 

waterways & reefs and finally effectively caring for our protected areas. Coming up 

on my radar is continuing our work on protecting the Mt Etna ghost bat population, 

Clean Up Australia Day and the Round Table with the Minister. If you have any 

environmental concerns or issues you would like us to look into please do not 

hesitate to contact me at ccc@cccqld.org.au 

On a personal note, I spent last weekend in Brisbane during the extreme flooding. 

Seeing friends and family personally affected by the flooding is incredibly 

emotional. It is also a reminder of why the work we are doing through CCC is so 

important and urgent. We know that due to climate change these events are going 

to become more extreme and more common. I am incredibly proud to be a part of 

an organisation that is fighting for a safer future for all. I cannot wait to see all of the 

big wins to come for the environment over the next decade.  

 

 

That is all from me for 

now. I wish you all a great 

year and hope you get 

plenty of opportunities to 

get out and enjoy the 

beautiful CQ environment!  

Katlin Tilly  

Coordinator 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Annual General 
Meeting Coming Up 

 

Our AGM will be held in June this 

year. It is an important time for us to 

reflect on the year that has passed, 

but most importantly set CCC up for a 

positive year ahead. As always we will 

be accepting nominations for 

President, Vice-President, Secretary 

and Treasurer. As mentioned in the 

President’s report our treasurer, Ian 

Herbert, will be stepping down. It is 

essential that we have all of our 

committee roles filled so that we can 

continue to operate.  

Being a part of the executive 

committee is a fantastic way to get 

involved and support the future of 

CCC.  

So please if you would like to 

nominate yourself or somebody else 

for any of the positions please contact 

our secretary Bret Heath at: 

bretccc60@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text 

 

 

 

 

 

CCC goes back to university!  CCC attended the CQU Market Day. This was a great opportunity to engage with some of the 

new students and get them involved with conservation activities. We were absolutely stoked with the amount of interest from 

students who are both new to the area and Rocky locals. The students were interested in joining our Clean Up Australia Day, 

displaying their Climate Action Now posters and learning more about how to protect the beautiful environment around us. We 

hope that opportunities such as these will allow us to broaden our network and get more passionate people on the ground. If 

you know someone, young or old, who might want to get involved don’t forget to send us an email or share our Facebook page. 
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CQU Market Day  

A Message from the New Coordinator   

Photo credit: Malcolm Wells 

mailto:bretccc60@gmail.com


 

 

  

  

 

Climate change – a focus on our Reef 

Let’s start with a quick re-cap of the recent global discussions about the impacts of 

climate change on the Great Barrier Reef… 

In July 2021, the World Heritage Committee (WHC) of UNESCO almost placed the Reef 

on the “in danger’ list of World Heritage Properties.  This action was based on the 

downgrade of the long-term outlook from poor to very poor, the deterioration of 

ecological processes becoming more rapid and widespread than previously recorded, 

and the three mass bleaching events within five years. 

In acknowledgement that climate change is the most serious threat to the Reef, the WHC 

urged Australia to note that accelerated action at all possible levels is required to 

address the threat from climate change.  Australia was requested to provide an updated 

report on the state of the conservation of the Reef for the next meeting in July this year. 

In response, Australia released the revised Reef 2050 Plan and the WHC-required State 

of Conservation of the Reef report.  Neither of these reports contain meaningful actions 

to reduce the threat from climate change.  Australia’s main response was to announce 

more money for Reef management.  This was welcomed, but sort of like “using bandaid 

on a broken leg”.  The funding announcement also falls far short of Australia’s 

investment in coal and gas development which, as we know, are a major contributor to 

greenhouse gas emissions and climate change.   

And now the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has produced its most recent, 

comprehensive and authoritative assessment of global climate change.  Of relevance, 

the significant IPCC report has determined that some ecosystems are at a threshold of 

significant and irreversible impacts.  Shallow reefs are one of the ecosystems at a 

‘tipping point’.  If we don’t hold the global temperature increase to 1.5oC (as per the Paris 

Agreement, and if we have any short-term spikes above 1.5oC, it is highly likely that we 

will have annual mass-bleaching events and the reef will no longer be able to recover. 

To give our Reef the best chance for the future, we need to act rapidly and phase out all 
coal, oil and gas. We need our leaders to listen to the experts and take action now. 
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Central Queensland 

Coal mine (CQC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CQC took four attempts to get their 

Environmental Impact Assessment 

through the initial stages, but it got 

through eventually. 

Then the Independent Expert 

Scientific Committee (appointed by 

the Australian government) reviewed 

their assessment and determined 

that if it was to be approved, it would 

have “significant and irreversible 

impacts to the Great Barrier Reef”. 

Next step was the Queensland 

government to undertake an 

assessment as part of an agreement 

between the State and Federal 

governments. 

For the first time ever, the Qld 

Government assessed a coal mine 

as “not suitable to proceed” due to 

unacceptable environmental risks. 

The final step is for the Federal 

Environment Minister, Sussan Ley, 

to make a decision on the mine.   

The scientific report and the Qld 

response have been with the 

Minister for over ten months, but 

still, no decision has been made. 

This proposal is blatantly 

inappropriate due to direct impacts 

to the Reef and also the emissions 

generated through the mining 

process and then burning of the 

coal. 

Our reef is in danger of political 

games over-riding sensible decision-

making. 

 

 

 

 

Will you help show your support for ‘Climate Action Now?’ 

Industry, business and community are the leaders in climate action.  Right now, we 

need to make sure all decision-makers (including all three levels of government) know 

that we support bold and decisive action on climate. 

We’re hoping to get hundreds of signs out on our 

streets for everyone to see.  It will help show our 

decision-makers that our community actively supports 

the climate action needed to protect our future.  We 

have a range of signs for indoor and outdoor use and 

also stickers for your wheelie bin or bumperbar. 

Contact us to claim your sign or sticker (contact details can be found on page 4).  

https://fb.watch/bsrXhSfm5E/


Get involved - Make a difference 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Capricorn Conservation Council 

Coordinator: 0437 420 496 
ccc@cccqld.org.au 

Climate campaigner: 0483 817 793 
climate@cccqld.org.au 

Web: www.cccqld.org.au 

Facebook: capricornconservationcouncil 

Meet the 
CCC Committee 

Committee Executive: 

 President: Paul Bambrick 

 Vice president: Willy Newman 

 Secretary: Bret Heath 

 Treasurer: Ian Herbert 

Committee members:  
 Doug Crossman 

 Tom Sjolund 

 Steve Elson 

 Peter MacGillivray 

 James York 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo (right): Committee 

members Steve Elson and Peter 

MacGillivray planting native trees 

in front of our office last month 

 

 

 

Help Capricorn Conservation Council and help the environment 

 Join: $5 concession, $10 individual $15 family, $20 group. 

 Donate: All donations are tax-deductible with funds going to worthy 

environmental projects in the region.  

 Volunteer: CCC is always keen to have help.  Whatever your skills, we would 

love to have you onboard! 

 Visit our website for more information: ccc@cccqld.org.au 

 

World Wildlife Day – 3rd of March   

As we reflect on World Wildlife Day we bring to you a story that highlights good news and bad 

news. The bad news is that in February, the federal government moved the status of koala 

populations from vulnerable to endangered. While we are devastated to know that this cuddly, 

iconic Australian animal is under such extreme threat, there is a silver lining to the decision.  

The good news is that finally, the 

federal government is recognising the 

dire reality that is facing Australia’s 

wildlife. Through this decision, there 

will be greater protection laws for 

koalas across Australia. We hope that 

this can see their populations rebound 

and rebuild biodiversity across the 

nation.  

We hope this decision sees the SEQ 

Koala Conservation Strategy extend 

state-wide. Image from: Winner of World Wildlife Day Youth Photo Art 2020, 15 year old Tiarn Garland 

mailto:ccc@cccqld.org.au
mailto:climate@cccqld.org.au

