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From the President 

Hello fellow earth carers. 

I can’t help but be buoyed by recent 

events – maybe it’s the La Niña rain. 

Cop 26, though inconclusive, 

precipitated political commitment 

and etched global warming into the 

public consciousness. Likewise, it has 

focused our management team on 

addressing accelerated climate 

change – reducing emissions, 

promoting the positives of alternative 

energy and reafforestation. 

To this end, I am excited to announce 

that CCC will be hosting a second 

position to focus on climate, coal and 

coast.  Coral will be leaving her post 

as our coordinator and taking on this 

new “Climate Change Advocate” role. 

I am also pleased to introduce our 

new coordinator, Katlin Tilly, who will 

be starting with us in mid-January.    

Read more about all this and more in 

this newsletter! 

A very happy and plastic free summer 

solstice to all. 

 

Paul Bambrick 
President   

Wishing everyone a safe, 
happy and healthy festive 

season. 

We had some great 
environmental wins in 2021, 

and with your continued 
support, hopefully we can be 
even more successful in the 

new year!  
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Queensland Environment Minister Meaghan Scanlon has come to the rescue of 
the critically endangered population of ghost bats at Mt Etna, announcing 
$125,000 in funding to develop a Recovery Action Plan and improve their local 
foraging habitat.  

This funding couldn’t have been more urgent, with recent research showing that 
this population of ghost bats has declined by 79% since the 1990s, to an estimated 
local population of just 40 animals.  

CCC briefed the Department of Environment and Science about the plight of the 

Mt Etna ghost bat population and then made a formal request for the department’s 

assistance at the Minister’s Environment Round Table meeting in November. 

The request was well received, but it was QCC that forced the issue in suggesting 

that this could be an announcement at the Evening with the Minister.  After a bit 

more back and forth, the Environment Minister did step in and confirmed that the 

ghost bat recovery would be funded! 

Mt Etna has been the focus of community action for over 50 years.  

In the beginning, the focus was on 
protecting the caves from limestone 
mining. Then we moved on to 
getting the caves protected in a 
national park.  And now we are 
working to make sure that every 
effort goes into recovering the ghost 
bat before it is lost forever. 

QPWS will be managing this 
recovery program and they are very 
pleased that they now have some 
resources to get this work 
underway. 



CCC has had a very busy year and has been a strong Voice for the Environment.  

Here are just a few of the environmental highlights, good news stories and 

frustrations…. 

Coral will be staying on with CCC and taking on 

this new position.  This means we now have 

more resources to increase our advocacy for 

reducing emissions and also provide more 

capacity for engaging our community in the 

inevitable transition away from coal.  A focus of 

this role will be encouraging all in our community 

(and government) to implement climate actions to 

reduce the adverse impacts on our very special 

local environment. 

 

CCC hosted the Central Queensland Climate 

Change Symposium.  A chance for our community to 

hear directly from climate scientists and practioners 

about our future climate and how we can be 

proactive and make the most of the opportunities.  

It was a great local event and CCC thanks all the 

organisers and sponsors for their help. 

The Queensland Government determined 

that a coal mine (Clive Palmer’s Central 

Queensland Coal)  was not suitable to 

proceed – a first for Queensland!   

We are still awaiting the Federal 

government’s decision on this proposal, 

despite their Independent Expert Scientific 

Committee and the Queensland 

Government’s recommendations to refuse 

the mine due to significant impacts on the 

Great Barrier Reef.  

CCC made many submissions to decision-makers 

and policy-makers this year.  These submissions are 

one way that we make sure that our local 

environment has a voice. 

Topics included plastics, Great Keppel Island, coal 

mine and coal-powered power plant proposals, 

planning approvals, Reef Regulations, Livingstone 

Shires Biodiversity Strategy and many more.  

Our voice for the environment did make a difference! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Meet the new 
Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katlin Tilly 

I have dedicated my personal and 

professional life to environmental 

conservation.  

I have been exposed to some 

incredible opportunities that have 

allowed me to deepen my knowledge 

and skills in how to advocate for a more 

sustainable world. This ranges from 

sailing around the world researching 

plastic pollution to implementing food 

security projects  on small islands to 

meeting with government officials 

regarding environmental policy.  

I have had experience in delivering 

education programs, presenting 

information nights, and webinars. My 

degree in Economics and Geography 

exposed me to the complex 

relationships between environmental 

conservation, economic stability and 

the role of policy in supporting both.  

I have spent many years living and 

working in small communities and 

enjoy engaging with different 

stakeholders and community members 

to drive change. I am incredibly excited 

about the opportunity to continue my 
journey of environmental advocacy in 

the Capricorn region.  

I have a particular love for rural 

Queensland and want to be a voice to 

protect the unique ecosystems. 

I look forward to meeting you! 

 

 

 

 

We say farewell to Coral Rowston as the Coordinator, but it is not a final farewell. 

CCC’s work in the climate and coal space over the last year has been noticed and 

appreciated.  So much so, that CCC has been provided a grant for a part time 

position to focus on ‘Climate, Coal and Coast’.   
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 A farewell of sorts 

2021 – the CCC year that was… 

Photo credit: Malcolm Wells 

https://www.cccqld.org.au/news/submissions/


 

  

 

  

 

Climate, coal and coast – What does COP26 mean for CQ? 

Climate change, and the many reports of natural disasters attributed to climate change 

around the world, have certainly been in the news over the last months.  This was 

largely due to the Glasgow Conference of Parties (COP26) held last month which, in 

laymans terms, was to turn the Paris climate agreements into committed actions to try to 

keep global warming to 1.5oC and in the worst case scenario, <2oC.    

Unfortunately, Australia was not a leader in this space (an understatement), but there 

were some good outcomes: 

 Over 190 countries and organisations have agreed to rapidly phase down coal 

power. 

 More than 100 countries pledged to reduce methane emissions by 30% by 2030 

 140 countries lifted their game on climate action and improved their 2030 

emissions targets. 

 All countries agreed to revisit and strengthen their 2030 current emissions targets 

at the 2022 meeting.  

 A few countries agreed for an earlier retirement of their coal-fired power plants. 

 And, most countires (including Australia) signed up to halt and reverse forest loss 

and land degradation by 2030. 

Despite the positive directions included in the Glasgow Climate Pact, the pledges made 

still leave the world on track for over 2°C of warming, and so success depends on these 

commitments and actions being met, fast tracked and enhanced.  
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Climate change at home 

What can you do? 

There are so many little things that 

we can all do to reduce our  

greenhouse gas emissions – most 

will save you money too!   

Here are some free energy saving 

ideas: 

 

Power off.   Household 

appliances use electricity even when 

they are on standby.  Turning them 

off at the powerpoint will save 

electricity. 

Turn off second fridges and 

freezers. If you aren’t using them 

or don’t need to use them, turning 

them off and opening their doors will 

help the planet and your power bill. 

Switch off lights as you 

leave the room.  And train other 

members of your house to do the 

same 

Make a degree of difference.  
Turn your heating down a degree or 

cooling up a degree.  This will save 

~10% of running costs 

Let the light in.  Use natural light 

as much as possible to save on 

lighting costs. 

Wash clothes in cold water.  
This saves the energy costs of 

heating water. And when you can, 

run full loads of washing so you 

wash clothes less often. 

Unplug and head outdoors.  
Enjoy your outdoor space and 

breath in some fresh air.  It will do 

you good! 

 

 

 

 

So what does COP26 mean for Central Queensland? 

The direction is clear – there will be a global move away from fossil fuels. It may 
not be as rapid as the scientists and environmentalists would like, but it is 
happening. 

NOW is the time to start training and transitioning the community members that 
are economically dependent on the mining industry.   

NOW is the time for our mining towns to think about their future and start work on 
developing new industries and initiatives that will keep our towns alive and 
vibrant.  There are so many opportunities in renewable energy or in 
manufacturing (or recycling) and as they say, the early bird catches the worm! 

NOW is the time for all of us to take accelerated climate action and to encourage 
others to do the same. 

We have a lot to lose if global warming exceeds 2oC - more extreme weather 
events, longer and hotter heatwaves, more intense bushfires, increase in the 
frequency of coral bleaching events and the potential loss of some of our reef 
systems, and the loss of biodiversity.   

 



Get involved - Make a difference 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capricorn Conservation Council 

Email: ccc@cccqld.org.au 

Phone: 0437 420 496 

Web: www.cccqld.org.au 

Facebook: capricornconservationcouncil 

Meet the 
CCC Committee 

Committee Executive: 

 President: Paul Bambrick 

 Vice president: Willy Newman 

 Secretary: Bret Heath 

 Treasurer: Ian Herbert 

Committee members:  
 Doug Crossman 

 Tom Sjolund 

 Steve Elson 

 Peter MacGillivray 

 James York 

 

 

 

Help Capricorn Conservation Council and help the environment 

 Join: $5 concession, $10 individual $15 family, $20 group. 

 Donate: All donations are tax-deductible with funds going to worthy 

environmental projects in the region.  

 Volunteer: CCC is always keen to have help.  Whatever your skills, we would 

love to have you onboard! 

 Visit our website for more information: ccc@cccqld.org.au 

Mt Etna has been the focus of community action for over 50 years.  

What does caring for country mean to you? 

Delilah MacGillivray asked this question to the visitors to our display at the Sustainable 

Livingstone Expo held in early October.  Here are some of the many responses:  

mailto:ccc@cccqld.org.au

