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The Topic of Capricorn  

From the President 

Hello fellow earth carers. 

Our recently elected CCC 
management committee is getting 
acquainted. It’s like a think tank – lots 
of ideas, practical experience and 
diversity. It’s a hell of a ride and high 
stakes (our planet) but I’m 
enormously thankful to the team and 
our Coordinator for this opportunity 
just to be active in this urgent 
endeavour. 

A not especially environmentally 
astute friend asked me what they 
could, individually, do about climate 
change. Plant trees? Commute by 
bike? Don’t buy crap? Use a 
composting toilet? Actually, all of the 
above, but standing up to be 
counted, being loud and proud and 
writing, phoning, emailing or 
petitioning politicians and 
bureaucrats is just as important.  

As you will see in this newsletter, CCC 
has taken up the challenge and is 
becoming more active as an advocate 
for reducing CO2 emissions and also 
helping to disseminate information 
on what we can do, both as 
individuals and as a community. 

Remember CCC is yours - we are here 
to help. 

Paul Bambrick 
President   

Did you miss the CQ Climate Change 
Symposium? 

Are there any of the talks that you 
would like to hear again? 

A selection of the talks are now 
available for viewing on our website. 

Questions are welcome and we have 
the experts ready to provide the 

answers. 

See page 4 for the talks and link 
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The Queensland Government, for the first time ever, has determined that Clive 

Palmer’s Central Queensland Coal mine proposal is “not suitable”.  They backed 

the independent scientific committee that warned of “significant and irreversible” 

damage to the Reef and wetlands if it was to proceed. 

But, the Federal Environment Minister, Sussan Ley, is yet to make a decision 

under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act.  She has had the proposal 

for four months but keeps delaying her decision – the latest now waiting to visit 

the site with Pauline Hanson.   

Our local community again came together on the banks of the Fitzroy River to 

send the messages that our reef is more important than coal and that this 

proposed mine less than 10km from the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage area 

must be rejected. 

The science is clear, this coal mine will have direct impacts on the reef and will 

definitely not help reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 



Bat Carers Capricornia (BCC) now have a new soft-release cage to help 

rehabilitated flying foxes safely re-enter their natural environment.  It is close to 

the roosting colonies of black and little red flying foxes in the Fig Tree Creek 

Catchment, so the rescued flying foxes will have the chance to acclimatise before 

they are set free. 

The new temporary flying fox home was made possible with the assistance and 

support of the Fitzroy Basin Association, Livingstone Shire Council, Clancy 

Bambrick, Upskilling Qld and Swains dedicated effort in perfecting the netting. 

A great collaborative effort which will certainly give our flying foxes a great second 

chance.  Well done BCC! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ghost bats (Macroderma gigas) 

The ghost bat is listed as Endangered 

under the Queensland Nature 

Conservation Act 1992 and Vulnerable 

under the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

The Mount Etna ghost bat population 

has declined significantly since the late 

1990’s to fewer than 40 individuals, 

and may not survive without urgent 

intervention. 

The Mt Etna ghost bat population 

became the focus of two of CCC’s 

recent advocacy submissions: 

The first was a joint submission with 

Gladstone Conservation Council to the 

Australian Environment department 

recommending that the Mt Etna 

population of the ghost bat be 

included as one of the priority species 

for inclusion in the Threatened Species 

Action Plan 2021-2026. 

The second was a submission to 

Livingstone Shire Council in response 

to a development application for the 

expansion of the Caves Quarry. In this, 

we requested that impacts on the 

ghost bats and their essential habitat 

was considered in any approval for the 

quarry. 

These submissions are on our website: 

cccqld.org.au/news/submissions/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with sadness that we say farewell to Sabrina Burke.   

Sabrina has been the Envirolink and landcare coordinator for the last three and a 

half years.  In that time, she put in many more hours than she was paid for.  Aside 

from coordinating landcare activities on the coast, Sabrina also embarked on a 

long list of initiatives in the recycling, plastic reduction and waste reduction fields. 

She also got involved in the Sustainable House Day project, successfully applied 

for a grant to get an electric vehicle for landcare use and championed the cause to 

get more charging stations.  
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Capricorn Coast Landcare – farewell Sabrina 

  A new home for flying foxes 

Sabrina also sat on the CCC management 

committee for a year and remained active 

with CCC work in helping organise the 

Climate Change Symposium and the 

Yeppoon rally against Clive Palmer’s 

proposed Central Queensland Coal Mine. 

We all wish you the very best in your next 

adventure down in Tassie! 

Photo credit: Malcolm Wells Photo credit: Malcolm Wells 

Photo credit: Malcolm Wells 

file:///C:/Users/User/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2LYMB4XD/for
https://www.cccqld.org.au/news/submissions/


 

 

  

 

 Climate, Coal and Coral 

Climate change is certainly in the news and is being reported in many guises – the 

International Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) Climate Change 2021 report, the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) call for climate action and 

improving water quality to protect the deteriorating Great Barrier Reef, the Queensland 

government’s Climate Action Plan, and the many reports of natural disasters attributed 

to climate change around the world. 

The key message from the IPCC report is that we need to act now while there is a 

chance to slow the acceleration of the warming we are experiencing.  It will become 

harder and harder to ‘flatten the curve’ and keep to the despired 1.5oC global warming. 

While it is acknowledged that addressing accelerated climate change is a world-wide 

matter, Australia does need to play it’s part. 
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Climate change at home 

What can you do? 

There are so many little things that 

we can all do to reduce our  

greenhouse gas emissions – most 

will save you money too!  Here’s one 

idea. 

Reduce food waste 

Food waste is  

something we can  

easily reduce with  

a bit of planning  

and it will help  

our planet. 

Food waste is responsible for 8% of 

global greenhouse gas emissions – 

more than the aviation sector!   

Growing, processing, packaging and 

transporting the food we eat all 

contribute to climate change. Then, 

our household food waste sent to 

landfill rots and produces methane – 

which is a potent greenhouse gas 28 

times more dangerous than CO2. 

Cutting down your food waste is 

powerful way to contribute to climate 

action at home.  

A few ideas to try: 

Look and plan before you shop – 

what needs to be eaten?  Meal plan 

around what you already have. 

Buy only what you need – don’t buy 

a bulk bag when you only need a 

couple.  If you can, buy less and 

shop more often. 

Enjoy any left overs for meals the 

next day. 

And start your own compost bin for 

the scraps that can’t be eaten – your 

garden will love you.  

 

Fun fact – a lettuce buried in landfill 

takes up to 25 years to decompose. 

 

 

 

 

And on to our Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area…. 

I think everyone appreciates how lucky we are to have such an amazing asset on our 

doorstep.  The Reef provides a key drawcard for our local tourism industry, provides 

protected habitat for the fish we love to eat and is a place where many of us recreate. 

To their credit, both the Federal and State governments have made significant 

investment in the management of the Reef.  But, as identified by the IUCN World 

Heritage Committee, there needs to be more emphasis on addressing the impacts of 

climate change and water quality (see the Fitzroy Basin water quality snapshot, pg 4).  

IUCN and UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre representatives will visit the Great 

Barrier Reef later this year to ensure that Australia’s revised Reef 2050 Plan delivers 

the action needed on all the threats to the Reef, particularly climate change and water 

quality.  

With all of this sitting with Environment Minister Sussan Ley, you would think that 

refusing Clive Palmer’s Central Queensland Coal Mine would be an easy decision!   

Australia’s fair-share of the Paris Agreement target of 1.5oC global warming: 

• Australia would need to reduce greenhouse gas by 66% by 2030 - at the 
moment, its target is only 26-28% reductions.  

• Australia’s coal-fired power stations would need to close by 2030 and gas plants 
in the early 2040s.  

• No new coal or gas fields should be opened.  

• Electric vehicle uptake needs to increase dramatically, and  

• Deforestation would need to end by 2030 at the latest.  

Jessica Lawrence, Earth Justice, August 2021 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/
https://www.iucn.org/news/secretariat/202107/iucns-call-action-fast-deteriorating-great-barrier-reef-backed-despite-no-danger-listing
https://www.des.qld.gov.au/climateaction
https://earthjustice.org/from-the-experts/2021-august/with-great-barrier-reef-on-the-brink-unesco-to-review-australias-climate-actions-in-2022?fbclid=IwAR3C1nA1jTHaot9nENBzJNA7AeiNjVXXgsiN8ojtwIOr47O3eld_LvWGdPs


Get involved - Make a difference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capricorn Conservation Council 

Email: ccc@cccqld.org.au 

Phone: 0437 420 496 

Web: cccqld.org.au 

Facebook: capricornconservationcouncil 

Meet the 
CCC Committee 

Committee Executive: 

 President: Paul Bambrick 

 Vice president: Willy Newman 

 Secretary: James York 

 Treasurer: Ian Herbert 

Committee members:  
 Doug Crossman 

 Tom Sjolund 

 Anna Hitchcock 

 Steve Elson 

 Peter MacGillvray 

 Bret Heath 

 

 

 

Help Capricorn Conservation Council and help the environment 

 Join: $5 concession, $10 individual $15 family, $20 group. 

 Donate: All donations are tax-deductible with funds going to worthy 

environmental projects in the region.  

 Become a citizen scientist: Platypus Watch Capricornia. 

 Volunteer: CCC is always keen to have help.  Whatever your skills, we would 

love to have you onboard! 

 Visit our website for more information: ccc@cccqld.org.au 

What’s on and coming up? 

Sustainable Livingstone Expo 

Livingstone Shire Council will be holding 

the Sustainabile Livingstone Expo: 

Sunday 3 October 2021 

10am – 3pm 

Beaman Park, Yeppoon 
 

This is a chance to learn more about 

sustainable living with workshops, 

interactive displays, stalls and more! 

CCC will be there. Our theme will be 

“Climate Action – the key to sustainability” 

Planning is in its early stages, but it is 

shaping up to be a fun and information-full 

stall to visit!   

If you are interested in helping us on the 

day, please drop us a line soon.   

Climate Change 

Following on from the CQ Climate Change 

Symposium, the presentations are now 

available on the CCC presentations 

webpage.  The presentation subjects are: 

• The science-based climate projections 

and what it means for Central 

Queensland 

• Maintaining our health in the heat 

• A plan for the transition to renewable 

energy in Central Queensland  

• Bushfires - an intensifying risk for 

Central Queensland 

• Looking after our wildlife and their 

habitats 

• Adapting our farming and agriculture 

practices 

The Fitzroy Basin dropped from a   

B grade to a C grade in the latest 

report by Fitzroy Partnership for 

River Health into the ecosystem’s 

health. 

This year’s report listed several 
factors that generally worsened 
the health of waterways and 
the life within them. 

These included more frequent 
severe weather because of 
climate change, sediments and 
toxicants from mining, 
pesticides from agriculture, 
infrastructure such as barriers 
and dams, and surface run-off 
from the rooftops and roads of 
populated areas. 

 

 

 

mailto:ccc@cccqld.org.au
https://www.layoutready.com/?utm_source=microsoft&utm_medium=file&utm_campaign=office_online
https://www.cccqld.org.au/climate_presentations/
https://www.cccqld.org.au/climate_presentations/
https://riverhealth.org.au/report-cards/

