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Headline highlight 

 Central Queensland Climate Change Symposium.  The event was a great success!  Over 80 

attendees were treated to a day full of information about how climate change is likely to 

impact on us in Central Queensland and ideas on how we can be pro-active and pick up on 

the opportunities ahead. 

 

 Meetings with the Minister.  I had a 30-minute telephone conversation with Minister 

Meaghan Scanlon.  The topics covered included a background to CCC, mine voids, Central 

Queensland Coal Mine and Great Keppel Island.  It was a great opportunity and the 

Minister has promised to make contact when she has planned trips to our region and meet 

with our members directly whenever time allows. 

I also attended the Minister’s Environment Round Table in Cairns.  A variety of topics were 

covered including deficiencies in the extent and management of the protected area estate, 

EP Act deficiencies that need reviewing, the role of the Coordinator General, devolution of 

decision-making under the EPBC Act to the States, the need for protection of the channel 

country from exploration, and a need for a further position in the Conservation Council 

community to assist with planning matters as they relate to environmental protection and 

management. 

Local matters 

Potential industrial development on Artillery Road 

I have had further contact with a resident on Artillery Road in relation to a Material Change of Use 
application on a neighbouring property.  The proposal is for a concrete/rock crushing plant, a 
“containers for cash” transfer facility, and a skip bin recycling sorting facility on the ‘rural’ 
property.  The local neighbours have gathered together and are advocating and campaigning for 
the development application to be refused.  They did request that we circulate their petition to 
members and through our social media site, but this did not happen as I was away.
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Conservation in Lammermoor 

I received a call from a resident of rural land in Lammermoor in relation to her receipt of a notice 
to clear vegetation from her fence-line which she believes is important habitat for the echidna.  I 
directed her to the Nature Refuge coordinator to investigate a conservation covenant.   

She is also having difficulties with the neighbouring developer who has removed earth from her 
property and damaged fencing, and has concerns with removal of sand from foredunes on Great 
Keppel Island.  Further communication and mutual support is expected in the future. 

Project updates 

Central Queensland Climate Change Symposium 

The symposium consumed most of my time at the beginning of the reporting period in the final 

stages of organisation and delivery.  Following the symposium, there were follow up actions in 

finalising the recorded presentations, responding to questions and interest from the community, 

and sending communication materials to sponsors and speakers. 

The next step is to continue the momentum and interest the day generated.  Some thoughts I 

have: 

• Running a webinar series to replay some of the presentations for a wider online audience 

• The opportunities in the sequestration space 

• Climate change and the marine environment 

• A showcase of local business, company, government emission-reduction activities. 

Website upgrade 

Our draft website has been prepared and I am now reviewing how it works and if there are any 

changes required before it supersedes our current web site.  It looks very similar, but is 

theoretically much easier to manage and add information.  There are a number of pages which I 

think need to be deleted and there are some new key documents (i.e. policies and position 

statements) to be included.   

Community networking 

Networking and meetings over the last month have been limited, but an overview: 

• Teleconference with Kelsey Cooke, Sunrise Project, to discuss Clive Palmer’s Waratah Mine 
proposal and other coal proposals.  Mostly a meet and greet and establishing a network 
with another better resourced organisation 

• The Minister’s Environment Round Table meeting in Cairns with many other conservation 
groups and organisations.  This was a fantastic opportunity to meet ‘colleagues’ across the 
state. 

• A further meeting with the conservation collaboration group campaigning against the CQC 
mine.  There is still a need to maintain a community voice as the Federal government 
makes its assessment of the proposal.  There will be a national day of action on Thursday 
10 June.   

At the time of writing, Willy (and Doug) have arranged a gathering outside Michelle 
Landry’s office for local residents to participate in a national day of action to support 
AMCS. 
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Media 

We secured some good messaging in media stemming from the Central Queensland Climate 
Change Symposium.  Channels 7 and 9 show-cased the symposium on the evening news, ABC 
published an online story and we got a full page in CQ Today. 

CCC secured national media coverage in over 50 newspapers with an opinion piece inspired by the 
stupidity of the Central Queensland Coal Mine proposal. 

In the social media space, we have published 12 new posts on Facebook since the last meeting 
mostly focused on the Climate Change Symposium, an evening with the Minister, the upcoming 
AGM and our new ‘Community Comment’ section on the CCC website.  A few relevant media 
articles were also shared. 

At the time of writing this, CCC Facebook page statistics (as at 8 May 2021): 

Likes:  825 (up 10 from previous month) 

Followers: 836 (up 8 from previous month) 

Shares: Our posts were shared 6 times 

Our social media engagement was significant over the last three weeks, largely because of the 
interest and attendance at the rally and the media associated with it.   

 

That’s all for this report.   

Coral Rowston 

CCC Coordinator 

 


