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Another very busy few weeks since my last report! 

Headline highlight 

 Rally for our Reef.  Wow!  Eighty people all coming together at short notice to express their 

objection to a proposal to establish another coal mine just 10km from the Great Barrier 

Reef World Heritage Area.  Many thanks to Willy and Sabrina for an amazing amount of 

work at short notice to pull together a rally with all the approvals and permits and getting 

the message around the community.  Erin kindly stepped in and put on the umbrella 

display, and lent us the PA system.  Tom and Malcolm stepped up to take photos and video 

which really helped get us fantastic media coverage. 

 Central Queensland Coal proposal - assessment report release.  In excellent news for the 

Reef, local landholders, dugongs, koalas, gliders, groundwater, the community and the 

climate, the Queensland Department of Environment and Science has recommended that 

the Clive Palmer-owned Central Queensland Coal Project not proceed.  It isn’t over yet, but 

this report will make it VERY hard for the coal mine to proceed.  We will need to now make 

our voices heard by the Federal Minister for Environment.  

Local matters 

Industrial activity proposed on Artillery Road  

I have had further contact with a resident on Artillery Road in relation to a Material Change of Use 
application on a neighbouring property.  The proposal is for a concrete/rock crushing plant, a 
“containers for cash” transfer facility, and a skip bin recycling sorting facility on the ‘rural’ 
property.   

I have been providing some advice and support to assist them in their campaign without becoming 
overly involved.  It is more of a planning issue than an environmental issue. 

Bukkulla Conservation Park and CQC mine site 

I used the long weekend to head north and have a look at Bukkulla Conservation Park and the CQC 
proposed mine site.  It was good to get a better understanding and visualisation of these two 
areas.  Highlight was seeing greater gliders! 

Project updates 

This update section includes projects that CCC has an interest in and there is something to report. 

Climate change symposium 

• The symposium is now less than two weeks away and the last details and logistics are being 

worked through.  There have been all sorts of hiccups with the venue and finalising details 

of CQU requirements which have really made it challenging to keep things moving.
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• We were successful in getting some of our advertising published and I’ll be preparing a 

couple more climate change media releases in the lead up to symposium day. 

• With Tom and Willy’s help, we have some pull-up banners ordered for use at the 

symposium and any future events. 

• There really is still a lot to do, and I will have to put most of my time on symposium 

organising until the day. 

There is still a lot to organise. Next steps will be to finalise the logistics, volunteer inductions, 

increase promotion, work through the technical operations and hold the event.  

Training and workshops 
• I attended an Australia Institute's webinar.  Former Prime Minister of Australia, Malcolm 

Turnbull, in conversation with the Australia Institute's chief economist Richard Denniss for 
wide-ranging discussion on the economics and politics of coal and how it's affecting 
Australia’s relationship with its allies. 

Community networking 

Networking and meetings over the last month have included: 

• A site visit to Shoalwater Bay Military Training Area with representatives from Defence and 
EAC members.  The trip mostly focused on the operational areas of the training area with 
various presentations and discussions during the day. 

• A full day Environmental Advisory Committee meeting with Department of Defence.  CCC 
has observer status on this Committee.   

• A few meetings with the conservation collaboration group campaigning against the CQC 
mine.  The group includes the Australian Marine Conservation Society, the Sunrise Project, 
Lock the Gate, Environmental Defenders Office, Mackay Conservation Group, Save our 
Planet, Australian Conservation Foundation, Climate Media Centre in relation to the plans 
for advocacy, action against the proposed Central Queensland Coal Project and key media 
messaging. 

• Five meetings with QCC and other organisations in relation to planning for the Ministerial 
Environment Round Table.  I have been placed in the working group for three of the five 
State-wide issues to be discussed on the day.  The working groups I am involved in are 
‘Coal and Gas’, ‘Devolution of environmental responsibility to the States’, and ‘Jobs and 
Renewables’. 

• Livingstone Shire Council Environment and Regulatory Task Force meeting.  Tom and Rocky 
started the meeting with a demonstration of fox detection, followed by participants 
providing an overview of environmental matters relevant to Livingstone Shire. 

Media 

It has only been three weeks since the last meeting and in that time, we have had a significant 
amount of media coverage in relation to the CCC “Rally for our Reef” and the release of the CQC 
Assessment Report.  All local print and TV media covered both stories, as did ABC radio.    

As an outlier, CQ Today requested I participate in a Q & A for publication in their paper. 

In the social media space, we have published 16 new posts on Facebook since the last meeting 
mostly focused on the “Rally for our Reef”, the release of the “not suitable” CQC Assessment 
Report and the Climate Change Symposium.  A few relevant media articles were also shared. 
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At the time of writing this, CCC Facebook page statistics (as at 30 April 2021): 

Likes:  815 (up 21 from previous month) 

Followers: 828 (up 22 from previous month) 

Shares: Our posts were shared 12 times 

Our social media engagement was significant over the last three weeks, largely because of the 
interest and attendance at the rally and the media associated with it.   

 

That’s all for this report.   

Coral Rowston 

CCC Coordinator 

 


