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Happy New Financial Year!  The end of a financial year for CCC and the start of a new one. 

Headline highlights 

 CQ Climate Change Symposium.  Tickets are now on sale!  A real credit to the symposium 

steering committee who have put in a lot of work into securing fantastic speakers to 

deliver a well thought through program.  It is promising to be a great day! 

 Topic of Capricorn. Maybe not a real highlight, but still exciting to have sent out my second 

Topic of Capricorn.  Thanks to Anna and Ian for making checking the draft and making 

comment, and to Paul for his President’s column. 

Local matters 

Clive Palmer’s Central Queensland Coal Project.  The environmental impact assessment report is 
due by 28 April 2021.  A protest is being planned outside parliament house during parliament 
sitting week.   

CCC have been asked to coordinate a local event to assist in demonstrating to the Queensland 
Minister for the Environment that there are many in our community that do not want a coal mine 
that will impact on the reef and wetlands, that will pollute local waterways, that will alter 
groundwater systems and which will remove koala and greater glider habitat.  

With lots of help from Willy and Sabrina (Capricorn Coast Landcare), there has been a real burst of 
activity and a peaceful gathering will be held following the April Committee meeting – an 
invitation is attached. 

Smoky Creek solar farm. CCC was asked to assist landholders neighbouring the site of Edify 
Energy’s recently approved solar farm at Dixalea to appeal the decision on environmental and 
planning grounds.  They were concerned about pollution and erosion of land in the Don Rover 
catchment and the loss of good quality agricultural land. 

After some investigation, I concluded that it was not an environmental issue but rather a planning 
matter involving agricultural land classification and process.  I advised that CCC couldn’t assist and 
suggested that they should seek legal advice on any grounds to appeal the approval decision in the 
Planning and Environment court. 

Stanage Bay Road.  A landholder along Stanage Bay Road expressed concerns about a bore that 
was installed close to Wadallah Creek to provide water for use in the upgrading of Stanage Bay 
Road.  The water has high salt content and is being used fur dust suppression.  The concern was in 
relation to contamination of the freshwater aquifer or adjacent creek and that vehicles were 
travelling over saltwater on the road.  A LSC Councillor asked for CCC’s advice on action that could 
be taken to ensure that correct conductivity was identified and ensure that the landholder 
concerns could be addressed.   
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Industrial activity proposed on Artillery Road.   

A resident on Artillery Road made contact to express concerns about a Material Change of Use 
application on a neighbouring property.  The proposal is for a concrete/rock crushing plant on the 
‘rural’ property.  Many of the neighbours are concerned about the noise, the dust, the 
contamination of local waterways and impacts on the amenity of the area.  They did put a 
submission of objection to Livingstone Shire Council, but it was rushed as they didn’t realise what 
the proposal was about until late.  Submissions were closed when I received the phone call. 

EOFY matters 

End of year stocktake and asset inventory completed for another year.  All was in order except we 
seem to be missing a noticeboard? 

This also means that it is nearly time to send out reminders for membership renewals.   

Project updates 

This update section includes projects that CCC has an interest in and there is something to report. 

Climate change symposium 

Key progress in progressing the organisation of the symposium: 

• Program finalised and tickets now on sale.  If you haven’t already, grab your tickets soon as 

they are selling fast and we may need to reduce numbers to meet the current CQU Covid 

restrictions (a moving feast!) 

• Organised travel and accommodation for speakers. 

• A call for volunteers to assist before, during and after the event has been made.  Only a 

few takers from the first call. 

• Catering quotes have been received and working through the no-waste detail. 

• Promotional material prepared including website and articles for newsletters submitted to 

various organisations. 

• Initial discussions on how to run a no/low-emissions and no/low waste symposium. 

There is still a lot to organise. Next steps will be to finalise the logistics, volunteer inductions, 

increase promotion, work through the technical operations and hold the event.  

Training and workshops 

• ACF Webinar in relation to proposed changes to the EPBC Act and opportunity to write a 

submission to support improvements to the legislation. 

• Queensland Climate Update. A snapshot of the latest climate research from climate 
experts co-presented by the University of Queensland Faculty of Science, and the 
Australian National University Institute for Climate, Energy and Disaster Solutions. 

• Renewable Energy Forum.  Paul Stangroom, Development Director Epuron, spoke about 
Epuron's Boulder Creek, Lotus Creek and Specimen Hill Wind Farm projects. The forum was 
an opportunity to connect with industry leaders and hear about what's happening in the 
Renewable Energy space in Central Queensland. 
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Community networking 

Networking and meetings over the last month have included: 

•  A few meetings with conservation groups.  Australian Marine Conservation Society, Lock 
the Gate, Environmental Defenders Office, Mackay Conservation Group, Save our Planet, 
Australian Conservation Foundation, Climate Media (and more) in relation to the plans for 
advocacy and action against the proposed Central Queensland Coal Project. 

• Jo Stoyel, Plastic Free Places and I have had lots of communication as Jo assists with 
helping create a waste-free Climate Change Symposium. 

• QCC in relation to planning for the Ministerial Environment Round Table. 

• Nigel Parratt, WWF, to discuss Rookwood Weir, specifically raising the height of the weir 
and any scope to have input. 

• Andrew Dinwoodie, Department of Defence, to collect books and talk about environmental 
matters related to Shoalwater Bay. 

Media 

CCC comment was sought for two environmental matters in the last month – the ban on single use 
plastic and the plan to introduce an E-scooter program in Rockhampton.   

Our climate change ‘advert’ has been published in Council newsletters and in communications 
from a number of local environmental groups. 

I also plan to distribute the first media release about the Climate Change Symposium prior to the 
April Management Committee meeting. 

CCC will also be sending out a media alert prior to the rally planned for directly after the April 
meeting to invite media along to the event.    

In the social media space, we have published 20 new posts on Facebook since the last meeting 
covering a wide range of topics such as single use plastics, fungi, climate change, earth hour, 
wildlife and so much more.  We also have launched two Facebook Events – the Climate Change 
Symposium and the Rally for our Reef. 

At the time of writing this, CCC Facebook site statistics (as at 8 April 2021): 

Likes  794 (up 15 from previous month) 

Followers  806 (up 20 from previous month) 

Shares Our posts were shared 5 times 

Our engagement was less than it has been when compared to the last couple of months.  I am not 
sure whether this is just a normal fluctuation or if it is related to the types of posts.  Many of the 
last month’s posts have not had a strong regional focus which seem to attract more engagement 
than generic environmental posts. 

 

 

That’s all for this report.  

Coral Rowston 

CCC Coordinator 


