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Bimblebox Nature Refuge is a peaceful 8000 

hectare sanctuary in central-west Queensland. It is 
composed of remnant semi-arid woodlands with an 
understorey largely made up of native shrubs, forbs and 
grasses, and has a rich diversity of birds, reptiles and 
other animals. In May 2011 a flock of endangered Black 
Throated Finch (Poephila cincta cincta) was sighted on 
Bimblebox, which has been confirmed by Birds Australia. 
Bimblebox is a genuine example of how production and 
biodiversity conservation can co-exist. A small herd of 
beef cattle assist in the control of exotic pasture grasses, 
and a number of long-term research projects are aimed 
at generating knowledge and management practices to 
improve outcomes for biodiversity across the region. 

Bimblebox was secured in 2000, an era when Queensland’s land clearing rates were amongst the highest in 
the world. It was purchased with the savings of a number of concerned individuals, as well as funding from 
the Australian National Reserve System program. In 2003, the Bimblebox Nature Refuge Agreement 
(category VI IUCN protected area) was signed with the Queensland state government to permanently 
protect the conservation values of the property. Tragically, Nature Refuges and the protected areas that 
make up the National Reserve System are not automatically protected from mineral exploration and 
mining, which in Australia are granted right of way over almost all other land uses.  

Commonwealth EIS decision due for coal mine over Bimblebox Nature Refuge 
Federal Environment Minister is now considering Clive Palmer’s China First Mine 

Four Corners program November 25. 
China First Commonwealth assessment is underway. We hope you'll help us encourage the new 
environment minister, Greg Hunt, to reject the mine and protect Bimblebox and all Nature Refuges from 
mining (Bimblebox will be the test case for them all). 
 
To be effective, letters should be sent to Minister Hunt before his expected decision early in November 
(either to send the company away to do more work, or to approve or reject the mine). Please consider 
looking through the commonwealth EIS documents on the Waratah Coal website, and writing a long or 
short letter outlining your concerns about the project. The link to the Waratah Coal website is: 
http://waratahcoal.com/eis-volume-5 and Appendix 10 concerning Bimblebox terrestrial ecology: 
 
Remind you Federal and State parliamentarians and Minister Hunt of the Howard and Beattie government 
promise to protect Bimblebox Nature Refuge “in perpuity” Greg.Hunt.MP@aph.gov.au 
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URGENT REQUEST FOR HELP 
Please support Galilee Basin Alliance petition to stop dewatering precious underground water reserves . 

https://www.change.org/en-AU/petitions/minister-no-more-approvals-in-the-galilee-until-we-know-whether-the-
mines-will-leave-enough-water-for-the-region-s-future) 
We share the alliance’s concern - People in the Eastern Galilee will have major water problems once those mines 
start in earnest the process of dewatering the aquifers to expose and extract the thermal coal they are after. With 
Minister Hunt’s decision on the mine that would supplant Bimblebox due as early as next week, and with his 
announcement last week that he has approved the second of the twelve proposed Galilee mines, we need to show 
the Minister how much support there is for common sense on this issue. (Here’s where we ask you to please sign 
and send the link to all your friends, neighbours, rellies, colleagues, etc., if the petition strikes a chord with you.) We 
need to tell the Minister that groundwater is not a quantifiable and expendable commodity for people or 
environment in the Galilee, and that government cannot approve mega mining projects on a one-by-one basis, for 
the sake of water security in the region. 
 
Recently, 13 water experts wrote an open letter to Greg Hunt to this effect, but he is yet to act on their concerns. 
Even if Palmer’s China First mine doesn’t go ahead, Bimblebox is still part of the receiving environment in the Galilee 
(we “receive” the lack of groundwater!). This means: 1) The drawdown of groundwater resulting from the mines will 
have a significant effect on vegetation at Bimblebox Nature Refuge, just as it will on vegetation elsewhere within and 
potentially beyond the Galilee Basin. This includes dieback of trees, shrubs and groundcover. 2) We know 
groundwater is important to the ecology here (plant roots within the Desert Uplands can extend to 9 metres and 
greater!), although we don’t know what the total drawdown depth from the mines will be. 3) 
We need further research not more approvals to enable us to make informed decisions about the impacts of the 
mines. Please join us if you wish. Best regards, Friends of Bimblebox 
 

Bimblebox Nature Refuge – NEW BOOK 
 “Bimblebox – A Nature Refuge under siege” was recently launched in Brisbane and is now available for 
purchase via donation to raise much needed funds to protect the Nature Refuge.  Maureen Cooper, long 
standing volunteer with Birds Australia and Mackay Conservation Group, published the book and wants to 
give readers a ‘glimpse of why Bimblebox, and in fact all Nature Refuges, are so important for the survival 
of our biodiversity’ and to share ‘our love of the country here and our respect for the soil and varied 
wildlife’.  
 
Here is what Professor Hugh Possingham, University of Queensland has to say about the book:   

“Bimblebox: A Nature Refuge under Siege” is more than a book – it is a place where science, art, politics, 
the law, history and passion meet. And they meet inside these covers with some urgency, as the fate of this 
remarkable place lies in the balance. While a comprehensive discussion of the natural history of Bimblebox, 
and the controversy surrounding its future, would fill thousands of pages, this book will gives you glimpses 
into the heart of critical issues: the birdlife, threatened and otherwise; the scientific and legally vexed issue 
of “biodiversity offsetting” and cumulative impacts; the crucial role of big ancient tree hollows, past and 
present political events and more. Read, learn, be inspired, act.” 
 
A message from the Bimblebox team: 

Thanks to Maureen Cooper from Birdlife Australia, anyone who donates $26 or more (while stocks last!) will 
receive a copy of her book “Bimblebox: A Nature Refuge under Siege”. We are pleased to be able to offer 
our supporters this wonderful book (see info below) as a small vote of thanks. Our own resources and the 
efforts of our volunteers to protect Bimblebox from mining need a boost if we are to stand up to Big Coal. 
It’s an expensive but necessary exercise! 
 
CCC has copies of the book available for a donation of $20, however pick up is required.   
More information on how to donate to Bimblebox Nature Refuge or purchase the book on-line (with 
postage with $26) are available at http://bimblebox.org/?page_id=1160  
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