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Coordinator’s Message
I would like to introduce myself as the new Coordinator of the Capricorn Conservation Council. I have been on the CCC scene
for about two months now and recently finished a Bachelor Environmental Science through CQUniversity. This is my first
edition of the Topic of Capricorn as editor, and I am looking forward to bringing you some interesting articles and keeping you
informed about what CCC is doing. Send me an email if you have any issues that you feel CCC needs to know about. For
instance, we recently received two 'tip‐offs' reporting large areas of tree clearing which we're following up. CCC's Project
Officer, Allan Briggs, also actively works on these as well as broader issues. CCC is a community group (non‐government and
not‐for‐profit) and our main charter is to advocate for the environment. Our members are very important to us, so I encourage
you to tell your family and friends so that we can increase our collective lobbying voice and protect our beautiful region.
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My background …
I grew up on my family’s cattle/cropping
properties between Monto and Biloela, where
I saw the struggle with environmental
degradation in varying degrees – the effects
of prolonged drought, veg/tree clearing,
erosion, rising water tables, lantana, nagoora
burr, fire, and grazing pressures.
Capricorn
After marrying, Pete and I moved to the
Sunshine Coast, spending eight years in

Maleny on Obi Obi Creek. From there, we
moved to Dalby and then Rockhampton where
we’ve lived for the last ten years with our two
sons. Following 14 years in special education, I
began uni and a few years later….here I am at
CCC! My interests are remote travel, writing,
rocks, painting, climate change, and
environmental protection in CQ.

Janet
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The LNG invasion on Curtis Island by Janet Barrett
Liquefied Natural Gas – the big boys are
coming to town!
The race is on to deliver Australia's first LNG from coal
seam gas (CSG) and it's happening from the Port of
Gladstone. In such a depressed global economy, any
industry that boosts the state’s royalties and
employment prospects is sure to be hailed loud
and long, irrespective of any environmental
inconveniences.
There are some hefty players in this LNG game – the big
American guns, ConocoPhillips, will collaborate with
Origin Energy to deliver a mammoth $35 billion project
and a supposed 1000 permanent jobs. But currently
leading the race in Gladstone are Santos in partnership
with Petronas. Their smaller project will cost a modest
$7.7 billion and export LNG to the Asian markets of
Japan, Korea and Taiwan. The British‐owned BG Group
and partner QGC, will join forces to build a similar sized
liquefaction plant also on Curtis Island. They will export
to Singapore and other markets with first production
expected in late 2013. Shell and Arrow Energy also plan
to combine forces to liquefy CSG for export to the Asia‐
Pacific region including China and India. That’s a total of
four facilities just on Curtis Island. There are a further 2‐
3 companies with LNG plans for the Gladstone area.

The hidden costs
Once the CSG is chilled to ‐162◦C, it will leave the city as
a liquid, carried in huge cryogenic tankers up to 300
metres in length. It is reasonable to expect, given the
current scale of planning, that there will be at least ten
of these monsters plying the waters of Gladstone
Harbour each week. They will command 'right of way' as
they muscle through the passage and manoeuvre in the
swing basin amongst dugongs and turtles. Of course,
that is after GPC dredge and deepen the harbour and
dump the material on vibrant seagrass beds and a
known fish hatchery ‐ inside Rodd's Bay Dugong
Protection Sanctuary. There’s also the matter of the
bridge from Friend Point to Laird Point that will forever

link Curtis island to the mainland ‐ an extremely valuable
piece of infrastructure for future developers and a cash‐
strapped state government, no matter what their
protestations are at present.
But wait there’s more. Each of the four LNG companies
will excavate a separate gas pipeline to run 1.5km along
the harbour floor to Curtis Island. The most likely
method will be trench and back fill, rather than using the
more‐costly HDD method that has a reduced subtidal
disturbance footprint.
Sure, the economy needs the money, our workers need
the jobs, the world needs a transition energy that’s not
coal. But LNG cannot compete with cheap coal in the
domestic market, so the big dollars come from
exporting it overseas ‐ Queenslanders miss out on the
benefits of using this new‐found form of cleaner energy
and are locked in to burning coal instead.

The big picture
Gladstone's airshed is already full and its ocean views
include coal stockpiles. A power station and many other
industrial landmarks welcome visitors to its city. And no
matter what the 'experts' say, LNG is still derived from a
fossil fuel, a non‐renewable source. Its drilling and
extraction processes are degrading and unsustainable –
more holes will be needed, more land will be given up.
Granted, generating energy from CSG emits 40% of the
CO2 produced by that of dirty coal. But the problem is
that to transport the gas cost‐effectively, it must be
turned into a liquid ‐ LNG. This liquefaction process and
the its regasification (back to a usable gas at the other
end) uses high amounts of energy and produces
significant greenhouse gas emissions. Transporting it
also produces high amounts of greenhouse gas and
that's something these LNG companies don't talk a lot
about.
But at the end of the day the obvious question for
Gladstone and its addiction to industry is quite simple ‐
when will enough be enough?
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CCCWorld
groovesEnvironment
to the beat ofDay beat
Great music, food, displays, giveaways, stalls
and a range of interesting talks to celebrate
World Environment Day were enjoyed on
Saturday 6 June in Haigh Park. Event
organisers, Pam, Crystal and Janet say that the
Rockhampton community is concerned about
Climate Change and want to support an
organisation which strongly advocates for the
protection of their region. Several new
members signed up on the day.

◄Leise Childs tells
the crowd about the
shared history and
stewardship of
Shoalwater Bay

▼The funky beat of
Biorythms entertains

Environmental talks ranged from Climate
Change and bird populations on the Great
Barrier Reef to Shoalwater Bay, plants of the
region, the Fitzroy River Turtle, and an overview
of the Capricorn Conservation Council. Urban
Energy, a new business in CQ, also had a stall to
promote the latest solar power technology.
Raffle prizes were donated by Bokashi (a
domestic meat composter) and Home Hardware
(a light bulb package). Also we would like to
acknowledge the generosity of the band
Biorythms who donated their time and fees.
Their fabulous, funky beat really set the tone for
a relaxed and happy day in the park.

Carol Devney speaks about her research
on the impact of climate change on
birds on the Great Barrier Reef ▲

New members Pete and
Gary cook up the snags ▲
Event organisers, Pam, Crystal
and Janet enjoy the day ▲
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CCC's current campaigns
CCC continues to represent the environment and community
on some very important issues.

CCC meets LNG proponents

Tower Holdings’ plans for Great Keppel Island
CCC’s project officer has been investigating Tower Holdings
‘new’ resort ideas for GKI. Tower’s plans (if you could call
them that) appear plagued with vagaries and inconsistencies.
Is there or isn’t there a residential development? Meetings
with Bill Ludwig, Paul Hoolihan, and island residents have
shed clearer light on their positions. CCC’s concerns for Lot 21
development are water supply, sewage disposal, erosion, and
Tower’s plans for a 1300 acre environmental park. CCC still
believes the best land tenure for Lot 21 is conservation and
will actively campaign for it.

CCC's current campaigns

CCC met with reps from ConocoPhillips, Origin Energy and
WhorleyParsons to discuss the Australia Pacific LNG project to
be developed on Curtis Island. These companies delivered a
presentation on the upstream (gas fields and pipeline
construction) and downstream (LNG plant) aspects of their
plans. One of CCC’s main priorities is to push for greater
national park/ conservation representation on Curtis Island
and we see these companies as having a good‐will
responsibility to the community and environment in this
regard.

Santos GLNG project’s EIS
CCC is preparing a submission on GLNG project’s EIS. This is
the first LNG plant to be rolled‐out on Curtis Island. Another
3‐4 will follow.

Busby development
CCC lodged a submission opposing Busby Group’s Port Curtis
development application currently before council. The
location of their building and salvage business on a floodplain
is grossly inappropriate.

Vegetation Moratorium submission
CCC, FBA and Agforce CQ were joint signatories to a
submission made to the Director‐General of DERM in May.
The proposal suggested that PMAV applications continue to
be assessed against the original legislation and be granted for
all categories of regrowth for two years. After that time,
PMAVs for endangered regrowth should discontinue, and
PMAVs for non‐endangered regrowth continue.
As an incentive to submit PMAVs, no endangered regrowth
should be cleared until a PMAV is approved. The submission
recognises that landholders need to be able to control their
regrowth, and that in the long term it will allow for more
effective management of regrowth.

Climate Change Forum
CCC representatives recently attended a Climate Change
Forum sponsored by Conservation Volunteers and Shell
Australia in Gladstone.

CCC’s next project

Robust discussion followed the Community Water Forum held
at the Walter Reid Auditorium on 1 July. It coincided with the
review of the Fitzroy Basin Water Resource Plan. A number of
speakers highlighted the diverse environmental values of the
river system and Dr. Julia Playford delivered DERM's water
quality findings. Graziers and water users expressed concerns
about inadequate extraction rates and their frustration with
the government on issues such as the regrowth moratorium.

Following the very successful release and imminent sell out of
Plants of Capricornia (funded from CCC’s Public Donations
Fund), the search has been on for another project to support.
The committee and trustees have decided to support a
proposal submitted by Allan Briggs from Birds Australia
Capricornia, seeking funding to continue migratory shorebird
surveys in Broadsound. This funding will allow these surveys
to continue for a period of three years and build on the work
done by Roger Jaensch from Wetlands International. See page
5 for Allan's article and full details. Donations to this fund are
tax deductible and enquiries can be directed to Ian Herbert on
4938 1818.

Environmental Roundtable – Brisbane

Fitzroy Water Quality Advisory Group

CCC representatives attended the recent Environmental
Roundtable Conference in Brisbane where they collaborated
on a Joint Groups Policy document and raised CQ‐specific
issues with the Minister for Environment, Kate Jones.

CCC is a member of this newly established group. FWQAG has
superseded the Technical Working Group that was set up to
deal with the water quality problems following the pump‐out
of water from Ensham Mine.

Fitzroy River Water Forum
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Migratory Shorebirds in Broadsound

By Allan Briggs
The Capricorn Conservation Council is funding a Birds Australia Capricornia project to survey migratory shorebirds
on the Broad Sound Coast. This project will build on work done by Roger Jaensch of Wetlands International and
volunteers during the summer of 2008/9 that established the location of three roosts and one feeding area in
excess of 1000 birds at Charon Point, Hoogly point, Bar Plains Beach and Bar Plains salt flats. Two surveys will be
conducted at each of the four sites during three summer migration periods, 2009/10, 2010/11 and 2011/12. The
major objective will be to determine the annual and seasonal species composition of roosts of migratory
shorebirds in Broad Sound and to communicate that information to Shorebirds 2020 and conservation agencies.
The long term aim is to enable the establishment of priorities for the protection of regionally, nationally and
internationally important shorebird sites in Broad Sound.
Shorebird numbers are in decline due in part to the disturbance and destruction of feeding locations along the
East‐Asian Australasian Flyway that stretches from Siberia and Alaska in the Northern hemisphere to Australia and
New Zealand in the Southern hemisphere. A case in point is the damming of the Saemangeum estuary by the
Korean Government in 2006. This estuary was a feeding ground for an estimated 400,000 migratory shorebirds on
their annual journey. The declining number of roosts and feeding areas makes it all the more important to protect
those that remain so that the birds can rest and build their strength for their amazing journey.

Surveying on mud flats
at high tide

Red‐necked Stint feeding
along the high water mark

Far Eastern Curlew flying
to a sand bar roost

Bar‐tailed Godwit in
breeding plumage

In September 2007, researchers tracked a female Bar‐tailed godwit as she flew nonstop from Alaska to New
Zealand, 11,700 km across the Pacific. The trip took 8.2 days and is the longest known continuous flight of any bird.
Now that is a long way to travel without food or rest and it is not surprising that they need to feed and recuperate
at the end of it. Scientists followed the godwit, known as E7, via a satellite transmitter implanted in her abdomen.
The same bird then flew back to Alaska via China making a total round trip of 28,500 km.
The least we can do to help these birds is to protect their roosting and feeding areas. The CCC funded BAC project
will establish data that can be used to support protection measures for specific areas on the Broadsound Coast.
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CCC Noticeboard
1 copy of Plants of Capricornia remains!
It's turning out to be like the last piece of cake
on the plate ‐ everyone wants it but noone
wants to take it! $65 ‐ never to be reprinted.
Going, going….. !

Good news!
The Boggomoss Snail has put the Nathan Dam
on hold for at least two years. An alternate
home for the snail is being investigated.

Book: The Vanishing Face of Gaia: A Final Warning (Allen Lane, 192 pp, $29.95)
Respected scientist, James Lovelock, gives an urgent warning about the dangers of burning fossil fuels
and some idea of the deadly path humankind is advancing down. Based on years of field research, his
doomsday predictions are alarming but timely, if we want to avert disaster.

Film: Seachange
Sea Change is the first high profile global documentary about ocean acidification. It follows the journey
of Sven Huseby a retired history teacher on his quest to discover what is happening to the world's
oceans. The film is powerful, touching and inspirational. To view the trailer, visit the Australian Marine
Conservation Society's website (link on right side): http://www.amcs.org.au

Members!
you are welcome to attend
next CCC committee meeting
Thursday 20 August, 5:30 pm.
Please ring / email to confirm
time closer to day.

Global CO2 level
389.42 ppm
(July 2009)

If you have an environmental project
you would like publicised, or are
looking for volunteers, send me an
email with details. We have a large
membership base and will get the
word out! Email: ccc@cqnet.com.au

 ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

Capricorn Conservation Council
ABN: 14 846 165 788
www.cccqld.org.au

Phone: (07) 4927 8644

E-Mail: ccc@cqnet.com.au

New Membership / Membership Renewal
Name……………………………………………………………………..
Address:……………………………………………………………….……..……………………….….P/code:………
Home Phone:………………………..….…Work Phone: …………………….. Mobile: ………………………..…..
Email:…………………………………………………………………….
Please select one:
non-wage earner $5

individual $10

family / group $15

I would like to make an additional tax-deductible donation of $..................

corporate members $50

TOTAL: $..........................

Payment Method: cash / cheque / money order / direct bank transfer.
(CCC's bank a/c for online payments: BSB: 014 690; A/c No.: 491 268 991; Reference: YOUR NAME)
Signature:…………………………………………............................ Date: ………………………
Please return to: CCC, PO Box 4011, Rockhampton Qld. 4700

